STUDIES   IN   PROSE
and feeling are personal, and so Ms language
is personal.
Thought and speech are inseparable from
each other. Matter and expression are parts
of one; style is a thinking out into language.
This is what I have been laying down, and
this is literature; not things, not the verbal
symbols of things; not, on the other hand,
mere words, but thoughts exprest in language.
Call to mind, gentlemen, the meaning of the
Greek word which expresses this special pre-
rogative of man over the feeble intelligence
of the inferior animals. It is called logos,
What does logos mean? It stands both for
reason and for speech, and it is difficult to
say which it means more properly. It means
both at once. Why? Because really they
can not be divided, because they are in a true
sense one. When we can separate light and
illumination, life and motion, the convex and
the concave of a curve, then it will be possible
for thought to tread speech under foot and to
hope to do without it; then will it be conceiv-
able that the vigorous and fertile intellect
should renounce its own double, its instrument
of expression, and the channel of its specula-
tions and emotions.
Critics should consider this view of the
subject before they lay down such canons of
taste as the writer whose pages I have quoted.
Such men as he is consider fine writing to be
an addition from without to the matter treated
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